A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
imagined it would be, by the Act of Union.    But it will be
remembered that coincidently with the Act of Union there had
been  conceived, rather half-heartedly,  a policy of Catholic
emancipation.   The idea was that if you were to have this big,
unnatural appendix tacked on to the body of Great Britain its
drag upon Great Britain would be less if the main grievance—
the forbidding of Catholics to sit in Parliament—were got rid
of.    Since the Irish Parliament had been destroyed, the Irish
Members of Parliament must sit at Westminster; but whereas
the old Protestant members in Ireland did have a certain national
characteristic and stood (however imperfectly) for a nation—
for we have seen how the beginnings of the Irish revolt against
England were led by Protestants—now, at Westminster, they
were nothing of the kind.   Allay the Irish grievance that they
could not have real representatives of their own at Westminster,
and some part of the danger at least would be over.   This
drifting policy of Catholic emancipation, which few at heart
in England greatly desired, for it was very unpopular with the
mass of English Protestant feeling, concerned, of course, Ireland
alone.    The Catholics in England were politically negligible;
they were a tiny handful, not a hundredth of the population,
and timid at that.1
The personality which imposed victory by force was that of
Daniel O'Connell. In 1828 came the memorable Clare election.
Hitherto those of the Irish populace who possessed the suffrage
had voted, though Catholic, by an overwhelming majority for
the candidates of the great Protestant landlords. Daniel
O'Connell had in the year 1823 captured the Catholic Union,
and proposed to use it for the ending of this state of affairs.
He stood as a candidate against a member of the "garrison,"
and was elected by an overwhelming vote. But though elected
he could not sit in the British Parliament, because he was a
Catholic. The right to do so was extorted by the threat of civil
war: after all—it was argued—the granting of these rights to
Irishmen could hardly affect England, where Catholicism was
now too weak to count. Therefore in the next year the policy was
accepted, and it became law in 1829, Daniel O'Connell took his
seat at Westminster, and thenceforward proceeded to the next
1 The dread of Catholicism had wholly died down in the presence of
its now manifest impotence in Great Britain. The Gordon Riots were long
past, and only remembered by old men
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